Possible link between extraction of wisdom teeth and temporomandibular disc displacement with reduction: matched case control study.
We undertook a case control study that compared 220 patients diagnosed with disc displacement with reduction at the Dental Hospital of Manchester with 1100 controls drawn from participants in the 1998 Adult Dental Health Survey. We found that patients were not significantly more likely to have had extraction of third molars than controls; odds ratio: 1.28, 95% CI: 0.96-1.71. Also only 21 patients (9.5%) reported having had extraction of third molars in the 5 years before their diagnosis. We conclude that for most patients extraction of third molars is unlikely to have caused disc displacement with reduction.